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The 2010 Census: It's in our Hands.  
Robert M. Groves, Director U.S. Census 
Bureau encourages everyone to mail in 
your Census form  “….During each De-
cennial Census, the Census Bureau under-
takes the count of every person residing in 
the United States, as mandated by Article 
1, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution. To 
encourage everyone to take 10 minutes to 
answer the 10 simple questions on the 
2010 Census form, the US Census Bureau 
is launching the "Take 10" campaign. 
Through "Take 10," you can visit 
http://2010.census.gov/2010census/
take10map/ to get updates on the propor-
tion of households that have mailed back 
the 2010 Census forms. You also will be 
able to view differences between your 
community's participation rates and those 

of neighboring 
communities or 
other areas across 
the country.  
Most 2010 Census 
questionnaires are 
delivered from 
March 15-17, 
2010. The stakes 
are high; an accu-
rate count of the 
local population 
helps to ensure 
that our commu-
nity receives its 
fair share of fed-
eral funding. This 
funding includes 
resources for ser-
vices, such as 
health care, edu-    

                                         cation, and roads.  
 
You must complete and mail back your 
census forms between March 15, 2010 
and April 15, 2010. The good news is 
that the 2010 Census questionnaire is 
one of the shortest in history-just 10 
questions that only take about 10 min-
utes to complete.” 
 
That's why it's so important that you fill in 
the form and promptly mail it back. Cen-
sus information affects the numbers of 
seats your state occupies in the U.S. House 
of Representatives. And people from many 
walks of life use census data to advocate 
for causes, rescue disaster victims, prevent 
diseases, research markets, locate pools of 
skilled workers and more. 

When you do the math, it's easy to see 
what an accurate count of residents can do 
for our community. Better infrastructure. 
More services. A brighter tomorrow for 
everyone. In fact, the information the cen-
sus collects helps to determine how more 
than $400 billion dollars of federal funding 
each year is spent on infrastructure and 
services like: 

· Hospitals  
· Job training centers  
· Schools  
· Senior centers  
· Bridges, tunnels and other-public 

works projects  
· Emergency services  
 

Participation isn't just important—it's 
mandatory. 
 
Important for the Community  
When you fill out the census form, you’re 
making a statement about what resources 
our community needs going forward.  
 

The census effect in action 

In addition, residents themselves have used 
census data to support community initia-
tives involving environmental legislation, 
quality-of-life issues and consumer advo-
cacy. 
 
Please do your part...fill out and return the 
Census form… no one will come to your 
home IF you return the form in a timely 
manner. 
If you need posters or more info, drop by 
the Chamber office and help yourself and 
our community! 
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Hardin County Complete Count Committee member Donna King 
greets Educator Terry McFalls at the recent Census Awareness 
luncheon. Area organization leaders dropped by for posters and 
Census info to carry back to their club members. 
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Hardin County  
Chamber of Commerce 

PO Box 996 
320 Main Street 

Savannah, TN  38372 
731-925-2363 

Fax: 731-925-8069 
Toll free: 

866-750-2363 
866-925-8069 

 
E-mail:  

Info@hardincountychamber.com 

 
www.

hardincountychamber.
com 

 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Matt McGinley, President 
Blake Johnson, Vice Pres. 
Dave Giesler, Treasurer 
Erika Forsbach, Secretary 
Jimmy Kennedy 
Chastity Clapp 
Laurie Hennessey 
Eric Jones  
Lee White 
 

 
CHAMBER STAFF 
Beth Pippin 
Executive Director 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Leah Cromwell 

 

VOLUNTEERS: 
Sadie Thomas, RSVP 
Ann Lowder, RSVP 
 
 

 

Thank You for your renewals!  
The Chamber is funded through the dues  investments of the  members.  

We sincerely thank these –and all members– for their continued support of this  
organization! 

Harbin Heating and Air 
 

Angelean Gray 
ERA Crunk Realty 

 
Weaver Telephone Service 

 
Savannah Burglar Alarms 

 
The Hardin County Bank 

 
American Auto Purchasing 

CashMaster 
 

Waste Management 
 

TVEC 
 

Biddle and Son Communications 
 

Woodmen of the World 
 

Mount Hermon Baptist Church 
 

Joe M. Cromwell, DDS 
 

Fortune Financial Corporation 
 

Hardin County Library 
 

Larry Arendall 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
NEW MEMBER: 

 
American Creative Solutions 

Owner: Jeff Sparks 
435 E Main Street, Savannah 

Telephone: 925-3277 
www.amcreativesolutions.com 

New business! 
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Cutting the ribbon for the Grand Opening of Foodland  are Debbie Warren, Chamber Director Beth Pippin, Team Hardin County 
CEO Steve Bunnell, County Mayor Kevin Davis, owners Steve and Dennis Warren, Susan Warren, City Manager Garry Welch, and 
Chamber Board Member Laurie Hennessey. The full service grocery store relocated and more than doubled in size and product line 
in East End Shopping Center 1050 Wayne Road, Savannah. Stop by for Grand Opening Specials all month long! 

Congratulations to the Hardin County Healthcare Foundation and Hardin 
Medical Center for breaking ground on the Darryl Worley Cancer Treatment 
Center to be located at 935 Wayne Road, Savannah. Proudly digging in are 
HMC Board member David Long, Ashley Dennis wife of State Rep Vance  
Dennis, Board members Dr. Jeff Woodside, Becky Kerr, Don Coleman,  
Savannah Mayor Bob Shutt, HMC CEO Charlotte Burns, hometown hero/
visionary Darryl Worley, Kirkland Cancer Center Administrator Gina Myracle,  HMC Chief of Staff Chad Smith, HMC Board 
Member Charles Bevis, Darryl Worley Foundation Chairman Jack Adams, and HMC Board Member Kent Collier. 
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Email: roberthicks@unitedcountry.com                                     website: www.unitedcountry.com/savannahtn 

No One Knows The Country Like We Do 
Each office is Independently Owned and Operated 

River City Realty 
1465 Florence Road 

Savannah, TN  38372 
 

Robert Hicks, broker/owner 
(731)  925-7900 office      (731)  925-7901 fax 
(731)  925-LAND (5263) home 
(731)  607-LAND (5263) mobile 
(866)  925-5263 (LAND) toll free 

 

 

USEFUL TIPS FOR SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS/MANAGERS 
 

How much is your time worth? 

One of the secrets to be a successful owner/manager is to 
establish what ‘your time’ is worth!  While most owners/
managers try to avoid distractions and breaking their 
schedules, many work at their job in an inefficient manner, 
working harder, believing it is rude not to take random tele-
phone calls or not to listen to uninvited strangers that sud-
denly appear in their office. 
 
Some of the most successful businesses carefully try to 
weed out phone calls that likely will do nothing for their 
business.  Why do you think that people often get dead-
ended on the phone? 
 
In an interview with several successful business owners/
managers it was found that very few phone calls are urgent.  
Rarely has a check come through the phone as a result of 
an unsolicited phone call. 
 
Thinking that you will miss the ‘deal of the century’ if the 
call is not taken may be more of a time management prob-
lem than you think.  In this technological era, electronic 
mail is the choice of communications with most businesses.  
It allows you to easily see who is sending the message 
thereby making the decision to respond or say goodbye 
with the touch of a few keystrokes—and there are no hard 
feelings. 
 

Phones can be a waste of your time and energy!  Using an 
answering machine with an inexpensive voice mail system 
allows you to ‘make a choice’ of who to answer. 
(Remember that callers do prefer to speak to a person 
rather than a machine, however).  Eliminating the STRESS 
and TIME wasted puts the phone in its proper perspective.  
A constantly ringing phone from unsolicited callers can 
easily break your focus on more important business issues, 
so manage your phone before it manages you. 
 
In the journey to be better or best, don’t forget to enjoy the 
ride! 
If you would like more information on this or other topics 
regarding your business, a FREE and CONFIDENTIAL 
visit with Ron Acree, Director of the TN Small Business 
Development Center, (JSCC), may be helpful. This coun-
seling is offered as an additional service of your Chamber 
of Commerce.  Acree will be at the Hardin Chamber office 
on the third Tuesday of each month from 10 am until 4 pm.  

 

Next visit is March 16.  
Contact the  

Chamber office at 925-2363  
for an appointment.  
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Bethel University Bachelor of  
Science Degree On line  
or in the classroom. 
You have the flexibility of online courses 
through virtual campus or the benefit of 
attending  structural classes.  
Contact recruiter Countance Anderson at 
731-431-4155 or 1-877-4Bethel or email 
andersonc@bethel.edu  

www.bethelSUCCESS.net 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chuck O’Bannon’s short film "MORE 
THAN MOST" has been selected for 
showing at the 2010 Gatlinburg Screenfest 
Film Festival, March 26, 27 & 28. The film 
is the story of "Papa Roy" Rhea, a Pick-
wick Favorite Son. As a Hardin County 
tribute ...you  are invited to a showing on 
March 20 at 2 pm at Southgate Cinema in 
Savannah.   
 

Visit with the Easter Bunny  
in downtown Savannah on Saturday , 

March 27 at 10 
am. Perfect 
photo  
opportunity on 
court square for 
kiddies and 
bunny lovers! 
Event  
sponsored by 
the Savannah 
Main Street  
program. 

Rotary International 
Shiloh “Run in the 
Park” is Saturday, 
March 27. The 4 mile 
walk/run begins at  
Shiloh Church, Shiloh 
National Military Park. 

The Savannah Club is hosting the fund-
raiser with proceeds going to The Rotary 
Foundation.  Chairman is Michael D’Orio, 
contact any Rotarian for more info or reg-
ister at active.com 
 

Hunting for a Cure 
is March 26-28 
Hardin County is  gearing 
up for the 6th Annual 
Hunting For A Cure  
Juvenile Turkey Hunt! This 
year's event will be March 26, 27, 28 at the 
Hardin County Fairgrounds. It is not too 
late to be involved!  A couple of the Ten-
nessee Titans Cheerleaders will be visiting 
during the event....one is Savannah's own 
Jacey Atkins! If you have items that you 
would like to donate for the annual auc-
tion, the committee would be very grateful 
to have them. This auction has become a 
really large part of the weekend and one of 
the biggest fundraisers.  
T-shirts now available. You can purchase  
shirts at Sure Shot Outdoors 275B Eureka 
St in Savannah, TN. You can also order by 
contacting us at info@huntingforacure.net. 
 
Hee Haw Show will be Friday and 
Saturday, April 2 and April 3, at Hardin 
County High School auditorium, with pre-
show starting at 6 p.m. with Wayne 
Jerrolds. Proceeds will go to Hardin 
County Cancer Association. 
 
 

Congrats to HCHS! 
For the 2nd year in a row...The US News 
and World Report has selected Hardin 
County High School as one of “America’s 
Best”. Over 21,000 high schools were 
evaluated and our school was one of only 
27 Tennessee schools to receive an award. 

The US News and World Report method-
ology is based on the key principles that a 
great high school must serve all of its stu-
dents well, not just those who are college 
bound, and it must be able to produce 
measurable academic outcomes to show 
the school is successfully educating its stu-
dent body across a range of performance 
indicators.  
Hardin County High School has been 
awarded a “Bronze Medal” for being, not 
only one of Tennessee’s best High 
Schools, but, also for being one of the 
“Best in America”. 
 

Hardin County Maps 
The Chamber is once again partnering with 
Community Link to publish a new, up-to-
date, full color Hardin County street map 
and resource guide that includes area at-
tractions and points of interest. Don’t miss 
out on the opportunity to reach potential 
buyers, new residents and new partners! 
Space is limited and rates are reasonable. 
Sales begin soon; if you wish to be con-
tacted by the sales rep contact the Chamber 
at 925-2363. 
 
 

VIP Magazine’s focus on  
Savannah! Lyda Kay Ferree from VIP 
will be in our area doing research for her 
article as well as selling ads for the April 
edition. Last year we had a wonderful  
response from the article, as well as local 
business support by purchasing ads. We 
appreciate your support in this endeavor,  
as this article is used by the Chamber to 
promote Savannah/Hardin County. We  
use the article in our industry, retail, and 
small business recruitment packets and it  
is given to potential residents of Hardin 
County when requested. This magazine is 
free in the Jackson area and this article will 
help bring awareness to West Tennesseans 
about all the wonderful shops, events,  
restaurants, and recreation we have in  
Hardin  County. Please consider  
supporting this  promotion.  
Thank you for your continued support  
of the Chamber. 

����
�������*��� 5��.
�7%%&&&�



“nothing but NETworking”                                                         Page 7 

%%&&2�����,,�����
�
��%%%%&&&%�
����������������	�
���
	
�
������
���������
��

��
�����������������  
New Report Indicates State Parks Pump 

Millions of Dollars and  
Support Thousands of Jobs in Communi-

ties Across Tennessee 
NASHVILLE  – Governor Phil Bredesen 
and Tennessee Department of Environment 
and Conservation Commissioner Jim Fyke 
announced today the results of a University 
of Tennessee study that quantifies the sig-
nificant positive impact Tennessee State 
Parks have on the state’s economy.  The 
study indicates Tennessee State Parks pump 
millions of dollars into local economies and 
create thousands of jobs.   
“Our nationally recognized state parks pro-
vide Tennesseans with invaluable resources 
for recreation, protect the landscapes and 
cultural sites that make our state special, and 
now we have data that validates what we’ve 
long known � they also provide economic 
engines and jobs in some of our most rural 
communities,” said Bredesen.  “I’m pleased 
to see the results of this research, which sup-
ports our belief that Tennessee State Parks 
strongly support local economies.”    
The study, titled, “Economic Impacts of 
Tennessee’s State Parks,” was conducted by 
the University of Tennessee Human Dimen-
sions Research Lab in the Institute of Agri-
culture.  It concluded that in FY2008-2009, 
Tennessee State Parks visitors directly spent 
$725.2 million on items such as food, gas, 
lodging and activities for visits to state 
parks, financing nearly 12,000 jobs in Ten-
nessee communities.  Additionally, the study 
indicates that for every dollar spent on trips 
to Tennessee State Parks, an additional $1.11 
of economic activity was generated, result-
ing in $1.5 billion in total industry output.  
That brings the total number of jobs sup-
ported by state parks in Tennessee to more 
than 18,600.  Indirect business taxes from 
state park visitors were estimated at $106.3 
million.   
According to the study, state parks also play 
a role in reducing physical and mental health 

costs and increasing overall productivity, 
while increasing the state’s attractiveness to 
industries and individuals looking to relocate 
in an area rich in natural amenities. 
“Our award-winning Tennessee State Parks 
offer a variety of no-cost and low-cost rec-
reational opportunities and cost effective 
accommodations,” said Fyke.  “We’re 
pleased to have such an important role in 
helping to make Tennessee such an attractive 
place to live, work and play.”  
The complete economic impact study is 
available on the Environment and Conserva-
tion Web site at www.tnstateparks.com/
economic_impact.     
The economic impact study was conducted 
for inclusion in Tennessee’s comprehensive 
outdoor recreation plan, which will guide 
outdoor recreation priorities over the next 10 
years.  The recreation plan, which is titled, 
“Tennessee 2020,” is in the final stages of 
completion after significant public input, and 
will be available in the coming weeks. 
Tennessee's 53 state parks offer diverse 
natural, recreational and cultural experiences 
for individuals, families, or business and 
professional groups.  State park features 
range from pristine natural areas to 18-hole 
championship golf courses.  For a free bro-
chure about Tennessee State Parks, call toll 
free 1-888-867-2757. For additional infor-
mation, visit the Web site at www.
tnstateparks.com. 
 

USDA Rural Development 
still has funding available for 
Business loan guarantees through 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA) that was signed into law last year. This 
special federal funding is scheduled to expire 
September 30, 2010. Under ARRA, Rural De-
velopment's loan guarantee processing fee is 
reduced from 2% to 1% and the annual servic-
ing fee is waived. 
We also have loans and grants for businesses to 
improve energy efficiency, install renewable 
energy like solar panels and for businesses that 
produce renewable fuels. 
USDA Rural Development invests in jobs, busi-
nesses, community infrastructure, homeowner-
ship and affordable rental housing in rural com-
munities.  
I urge you to take advantage of this unique ini-
tiative before time runs out. I have been work-
ing with Rural Communities for over 30 years 
and I cannot stand for monies to be returned to 
other states while Tennessee rural businesses 
need so much. ARRA funds are available only 
until September 30.  
For more information on this and other Rural 
Development programs available for your com-
munity contact the Rural Development Area 
Office that serves your county. All our area 
office contacts are available online at  
www.rurdev.usda.gov/TN 
 or by calling toll free 800-342-3149. 
 
Sincerely, 
Bobby M. Goode 
State Director  USDA Rural Development 
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